
 

 

AROUND THE WARD CLUBS 

Reports submitted to the Secretary in October 2017 

Bishopsgate 

May: our AGM and lunch at the new Leathersellers’ Hall was preceded by a visit to 

Glasgow. The Deacon Convener for the year, Keith Brown OBE, is a BWC member and a 

Cooper, and we had a wonderful weekend with a tour and dinner at the Trades House, tours 

of the Merchants’ House and the impressive City Chambers, and a day out at Roslyn Chapel 

and HMS Britannia with lunch overlooking the new Forth Bridge.   

June: Lambeth Palace has recently become more accessible to tours, and we were delighted 

to have a good time to explore the Palace and chapel, seeing so much history in such an 

active environment.  

July: The Musical Museum near Kew Bridge takes us back to a forgotten world of 

mechanical musical instruments, and our tour was greatly appreciated by engineers and 

musicians alike. The finishing recital on the Wurlitzer was a delight, as was the supper 

provided for us. A tour we would recommend to other Ward Clubs.   

September: The Club this year visited Porto, in the north west of Portugal. Our weekend trip 

included a full day on the beautiful River Douro by train and boat, a visit to a port distillery, 

and a walking tour of the City. We were lucky also to see the acrobatics of the Red Bull Air 

Race, breath-taking stunts in remarkably small aircraft!  

Report submitted by Judith Rich 

Bridge 

Club members have enjoyed a number of events over recent months. These included a most 

enjoyable trip to Denbies Vineyard in Dorking in July, the Annual Ward walk culminating in 

a visit to the Police Museum in August and the Chairman’s Charity walk in September. 

Money raised by this walk, around the important sights of Southwark, has been given to the 

MS Society.  

The club was represented at the Inter-ward club by six enthusiastic members who managed to 

command an early lead due to playing their joker very early in the proceedings. This was 

never going to last but they were very pleased, not to say amazed, to finish in third place.  

One of our members, Peter Twist, himself a City Guide, was pleased to represent the club at 

the launch of City Giving Day and the club was pleased to be able to support the appeal. 

Various events are planned for the next few months including our Carol Service           

(together with the City Livery Club Music Section) at St Magnus the Martyr at 4pm on 7th 

December and a return visit to the City of London Gin Distillery later this month. 

Club members will also be helping to run a stall at the Red Cross Market in Guildhall. We 

will have a joint stand with Lime Street and Cornhill Ward Club in the Old Library of the 

Guildhall.  We will be selling gift wrapping, ribbons, bags and a few other sundry goodies of 

a gift nature.  

We are pleased to welcome our Norwegian Scholar for this year Carl Jørgen Sundet Flaen 

and look forward to inviting him to a number of events as he spends time learning about the 

City and its history and continuing his education at CASS Business School. 

Report submitted by Janet Bird 
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Broad Street 

In June, the Annual Garden Party was held in the elegant garden behind the Ward Church of 

St Margaret Lothbury.      Organised this year by Coleman Street under a joint arrangement, 

nearly 70 members attended with their guests and were fortunate to avoid the heavy 

thunderstorms in the late afternoon and just after the party ended.    As ever, members 

enjoyed meeting many friends and also City dignitaries and the Rector appreciated showing 

the many treasures in the Church.  

In July, the Club visited Winchester on two weekends, there being too many who wished to 

join this visit to make one day workable.    The Chairman had been at school there and he 

enjoyed showing members not only the outstanding treasures in the Treasury in Winchester 

College, the Cathedral and the Great Hall with its Round Table but also chairing lunch in the 

Wyckham Arms – the famous hostelry where, whilst at school, he would have been in big 

trouble had he stepped inside its doors!    We were blessed with superb weather on both days 

and, with no pressure to take part in any of the visits arranged, everyone seemed to find the 

visits exceptional.  

September saw the Club invited to a private evening visit at the newly opened Garden 

Museum behind Lambeth Palace.   We were fortunate enough to be hosted by the Director, 

Christopher Woodward, who entertained everyone with a wide-ranging and fascinating tour, 

not only showing the many treasures – including those returned from the Ashmolean 

Museum in Oxford after many years “on loan” – but detailing the way in which the 

considerable sum required to do the conversion and recover all the elements in it.     This was 

following by a really delicious supper (the first time the catering staff had entertained anyone 

other than the celebratory catering on the opening of the museum) and it was with real 

reluctance that members left afterwards. 

In October, the Club will be celebrating its annual Harvest Festival and then looking forward 

to its Annual Civic Lunch at Guildhall. 

Report submitted by Judith Rich 

Candlewick 

Candlewick Ward Club continues to grow and the Committee admitted a further 4 new 

members at the recent October meeting. 

We have enjoyed the wonderful City Livery Concert back in March, in aid of the Lord 

Mayor’s Appeal.  

This was followed later that month by a Tour of the Foreign & Commonwealth Office. 

Because of limited numbers this was oversubscribed so we have arranged another visit for 

October 13th. 

In May we had a very successful black-tie Dinner at Innholders’ Hall, where we enjoyed the 

culinary delights of Chef Herbert Berger. I am pleased to report this evening was also 

oversubscribed. We hope to make this an annual event and have already booked Bakers’ Hall 

for next year. 

In July, thanks to the sponsorship of member Christopher Latham, we spent a delightful day 

and had a splendid lunch at Phyllis Court, Henley. The weather was not too unkind to us, but 

we didn’t see too much sunshine!  

We are now looking forward to our Annual Breakfast & Carol Service which, as is our 

tradition, is on the first Friday in December. We have grown significantly in the last few 

years, resulting in a move to The Old Library from our previous home in the Crypts. 

With the assistance of one of our new Members, Hugh Middleton, the Club’s website is now 
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up and running at http://www.candlewickwardclub.co.uk/ where anyone interested can keep 

up to date on upcoming events. 

Report submitted by Mary Connolly 

Castle Baynard 

City of London Gin Distillery - June 

Members enjoyed a fascinating tour of the Gin Distillery followed by supper nearby.  

Beating the Bounds and Reception at St Andrews Rectory - July 

The ancient tradition of Beating the Castle Baynard Ward’s Bounds was well attended 

followed by a Reception at St. Andrew’s Rectory hosted by the Priest-in-Charge. 

Bat Walk at Hampstead Heath - September 

An interesting guided walk to experience the bats at Hampstead Heath was followed by a 

well-earned supper at a nearby hostelry. 

Report submitted by John Latham 

Coleman Street 

The Coleman Street Ward Club continues to flourish under the Chairmanship of Mrs Elaine 

Davis. The Sheriffs-Elect were our Principal Guests at our Summer Luncheon at Painter’s 

Hall. Members enjoyed an informative visit to the Old Bailey hosted by our President 

Alderman and Sheriff Peter Estlin. Our Autumn Programme begins in earning with our 

Harvest Thanksgiving Service, celebrated as ever with our friends and neighbours of Broad 

Street Ward Club, to be held at St Margaret Lothbury on 10 October, and we are looking 

forward to our Autumn Luncheon to be held at Guildhall on 20 November.  

Report submitted by Richard Fynes 

Cripplegate 

We had a very interesting visit in June to the Palace of Westminster where we enjoyed a tour 

around the various area of the building and which also included a visit to the Jewel Tower, 

one of the only two remaining buildings from the medieval palace.   This was followed by 

lunch at the Royal Horseguards Hotel, once home and office of the first ‘Chief’ of the Secret 

Intelligence Service (MI6). 

In July we were pleased to be able to partake in the Guildhall School of Music & Drama’s 

Summer Gala Evening where we had a very enjoyable evening meal in the Barbican 

Conservatory followed by the School’s excellent production of ‘Crazy for You’. 

August saw us visiting the Museum of the Order of St. John in Clerkenwell.   Although a 

very wet day this did not dampen our spirits as we had an excellent guide who enthused us 

with the very rich history of the site and buildings.   We then had a very welcome lunch at the 

nearby Modern Pantry Restaurant. 

In September a visit was made to The Foundling Museum in Brunswick Square which is also 

home to the Gerald Coke Handel Collection, an internationally important collection of 

material relating to Handel and his contemporaries.   We then enjoyed a 3-course lunch at the 

charming Bon Vivant Restaurant. 

We now look forward to October and our Annual Banquet in Barbers’ Hall where our Guest 

of Honour this year will be Lord Ribeiro, Past Master and former President of the Royal 

College of Surgeons. 

Report submitted by Barbara Allan 

http://www.candlewickwardclub.co.uk/
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Tower 

Since the last report for June GBM ,TWC has a new Alderman – Mr Nicholas Lyons – from 

the insurance industry, following the death of Alderman Sir Paul Judge. Sir Paulʼs Memorial 

Service is to be held St Lawrence Jewry at 9.30 on Friday 15 December.  

Master Sally Anne Hill since the last GBM has had two very successful events which 

Members attending found interesting followed by enjoyable lunches - 6 September a Thames 

River Police Museum visit at Wapping and on 27 September to Greenwich National 

Maritime Museum - ʻDeath in the Ice Exhibitionʼ. The Club looks forward to the Membersʼ 

Annual Dinner on HQS Wellington - 6.45 pm for 7.15pm. The Masterʼs late Grandfather, 

Captain William Henry Whittle, was a founder member of the Honourable Company of 

Master Mariners. The Guest Speaker will be Captain Stephen Taylor - Chairman of the 

Friends of the Wellington. It is hoped that this event will be a special evening for the Master. 

A tour on 2 November of HM Tower of London followed by the Ceremony of the Keys and a 

Carol Service on 14 December at All Hallows by the Tower is also planned. 

Report submitted by Jackie Springett 

 


